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           Stepping Stones Preschool Extreme Weather Policy

1. Policy Statement

Stepping Stones Preschool is committed to safeguarding the health, safety, and wellbeing of all children, staff, and visitors during periods of extreme weather. Our actions will always prioritise safety and will be informed by national and local guidance, alongside the real-time conditions within our setting and community.

2. Guidance and Information Sources

When assessing risk and making operational decisions, we will consider advice from:

• Department for Education (DfE)
• Met Office weather warnings
• Dorset Council
• NHS guidance on heat-related and cold-related illness
• Health and Safety Executive (HSE) recommendations on safe working temperatures

Final decisions will be based on the conditions in our classroom, our outdoor environment, and the needs of the children and staff

3. Monitoring Temperatures

to maintain a safe environment: 

• Classroom temperatures will be monitored regularly throughout the day.
• During extreme weather, staff and children may have their body temperatures monitored to ensure they do not reach unsafe highs or lows.
• Any concerns will be acted upon immediately.

4. Extreme High Temperatures

During periods of unusually high heat:

• We will monitor indoor temperatures and children’s wellbeing closely.
• Cooling measures will be implemented, such as increased hydration, shaded outdoor play, reduced physical activity, and ventilation.
• If temperatures reach unsafe levels, we may:
• Amend opening hours
• Close the setting temporarily to ensure safety
We will follow NHS guidance on symptoms of heat exhaustion and heat stroke.
• Any child displaying symptoms will be sent home immediately, and medical advice will be recommended.

5. Extreme Low Temperatures

During periods of unusually low temperatures:


[bookmark: _GoBack] We will follow national guidance regarding minimum indoor temperatures.
• The HSE recommends classrooms do not fall below 16°C.
• If indoor temperatures drop below this threshold and cannot be safely increased, the preschool will close until safe temperatures are restored.
• Additional measures such as extra layers, warm drinks, and reduced outdoor time will be used when appropriate.
· If we cannot maintain the recommended temperature in a timely manner, we may have to consider closing whilst the situation is resolved.


6. Communication With Families

If operational changes are required due to extreme weather:

• Families will be notified as early as possible via our usual communication channels (email, text, or Tapestry).
• Updates will be provided regularly until normal operations resume.

7. Staff Responsibilities
All staff are responsible for: 
· Monitoring children for signs of heat or cold related illness.
· Ensuring hydration, shade and appropriate clothing are used.
· Reporting any concerns immediately to the manager, deputy manager or assistant deputy manager.
·   Following all procedures outlined in this policy.
8. Parent/Carer Responsibilities
· You are responsible for ensuring your child is well enough to attend preschool and that they’ve had adequate sleep to cope with a demanding day at preschool.
· You are responsible for ensuring they are dressed appropriately for preschool and the weather during extreme heat/cold. 
· You are responsible for ensuring your child has appropriate sun cream applied, supplying a water bottle which we will refill once they have drunk it.
· You must ensure you are available for emergency collection or inform us of who you would like to contact if an emergency arises.


9. Fees and Consumables
· If Preschool closes due to extreme heat/cold, any fees over your funded hours charged for that session will be refunded.
· If preschool closes due to extreme heat/cold we will refund/not charge your daily consumables charge
· If we are partially open and your child attends, we will still apply the daily consumables charge and any fees applicable.
10. William Barnes
· If William Barnes closes for any reason, Stepping Stones will also close.


THIS POLICY WAS ADOPTED AT A MEETING OF THE 

PRESCHOOL HELD ON (DATE)...........................................................

SIGNED ON BEHALF OF THE PRESCHOOL.........................................
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